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during life and sometimes also to a part of the succession and the
sons ranking as nobles if their father was a noble.55 In Iceland the
concubine was recognised in addition to the lawful wife, though it
was forbidden that they should dwell in the same house.55 In
Scotland, the laws of Williams, the Lion, (1214 A.D.) speak of
concubinage as a recognised institution and in the same century the
English legist Bracton treats 'concubina legitima' as entitled to
certain rights.55 In the Danish Code of Vlademar II, which was in
force from 1280 A.D. to 1683 A.D., it was provided that a
concubine kept openly for three years shall thereby become a legal
wife.55

In China the institution of concubinage existed from ancient
times. The Chinese husband was having besides the legal wife, 'so-
called wives' by courtesy or lawful concubines.56 In Japan,
concubinage of the Chinese type existed as a legal institution until it
was abolished with promulgation of the Criminal Code of 1880 A.D.
But the long established custom still lingers to some extent.56

In India from earliest times the institution of concubinage is
well established in the Hindu society and was prevalent even in the
Vedic period. Dharmasastras have recognised it as a lawful
practice and have given concubine a status in law. Under the
express ordinances Hindu law-givers have made provision for the
right of her maintenance for life after the death of her paramour.

Under Hindu Law connection with a concubine was
considered as lawful. The connection was open and legal. There
was nothing illicit about it. The only point in which it differed from
marriage was that while the latter was solemnized according to
Shastras with particular formalities under one of the forms of
marriage, the connection of concubinage was informal. According
to Hindu, law-givers concubinage is a connection with concubine
or Dasi (female slave) which has been referred to by them as an
c Avaruddha Stree'. It should not be forgotten that 'DasF only
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